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In the seven years since the first edition was published, Peru has undergone significant changes

that have had national and international consequences. A Brief History of Peru, Second Edition

maintains the insightful narrative of the first edition and includes a history of the country from its

ancient peoples and the Inca Empire through the most recent political, social, and economic

developments. This revised edition expands on the second half of Alejandro Toledo's presidency,

including his handling of domestic terrorism from the guerrilla organization Shining Path; the

unveiling of a plan to construct a road that would connect Brazil, Bolivia, and Peru by roughly 2020;

and the creation of a National Commission of Culture planned to bring a group of intellectuals and

artists together to elaborate a governmental plan for cultural policies.
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Christine Hunefeldt is Associate Professor of History at the University of California, San Diego. She

contributed to The Peruvian Labyrinth (1997) and is the author of Paying the Price of Freedom:

Family and Labor Among Lima's Slaves, 1800 1854 (1994).

A Brief history of Peru covers the entire history in a succinct and efficient manor. While it would be

nice if a little more attention was paid to Manco Inca's rebellion and the importance of Bolivar; the

book still succeeds in painting a picture of Peru's prosperity. The writing is very clear and well done



showing how dictatorships rose and the military and civilian powers grew apart. This book also

covers the Shining Path terrorist organization in very good detail setting the stage for the modern

era in Peru. The confusion that the country is now gripped in is truly astounding. From violence on

all sides to the election of the first Indian president the country is set for historic changes. Those

who want to understand how Peru formed into the nation it is today will be well served by this book.
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